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(term July 1, 2010-June 30, 2012) 
 

Jill A. Fitch, MD, Columbus 

Jill A Fitch, MD, is a Clinical As-
sociate Professor of Pediatrics at 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital 
and The Ohio State University. 
After completing a Combined In-
ternal Medicine and Pediatrics 
Residency and Pediatric Critical 
Care Medicine Fellowship at the 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation in 
1999, she joined the staff at Na-
tionwide Children’s Hospital where she currently 
serves as attending in the Cardiothoracic Intensive 
Care Unit and Pediatric Intensive Care Unit. She is an 
associate director of the Pediatric Critical Care Medi-
cine Fellowship Program, medical director of Blood 
Conservation, and director of the Pediatric Analgesia 
and Sedation Service. She is currently the president of 
the Central Ohio Pediatric Society and has served on 
their board and been a member since 1999. She is a 
Fellow in the American Academy of Pediatrics and is 
a member of the Society of Critical Care Medicine. 
She is certified in Adult and Pediatric Life Support. 
She is enrolled in her second year of a master’s degree 
in medical education through the University of Cin-
cinnati and Cincinnati Children’s Medical Center. 
      
Statement 
   The Ohio AAP promotes and fosters the interest in 
pediatrics and in all aspects of care for children. I have 
been energized by the ideas presented by others at 
Open Forum meetings and as a member for the last 
few years. Education of our members is important and 
with the advent of MOC I think it is important to have 
an entity such as the Ohio AAP to provide direction 
for its members. I believe it is paramount that we en-
gage our residents and fellows in training to be a part 
of this process in order to provide patient care that is 
safe, timely, effective, efficient, equitable and patient- 
centered. 
   The Ohio AAP is also instrumental in legislative 
issues which can impact the care of children and ado-
lescents, and has allowed me the opportunity to under-
stand the process and encourage our representatives to 
support the mission and goals of the Ohio AAP. This 
is especially true in the era of health-care reform. 
Through Chapter publications and its website we are 
made aware of important bills both locally and nation-
ally. Armed with this information we can have a pow-
erful voice in order to promote the well-being of chil-
dren in all facets so they may reach their full potential.  
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Allison Brindle, MD, Cleveland 

Allison Brindle, MD, graduated 
magna cum laude with honors from 
Washington College in Chester-
town, Maryland where she earned a 
B.S. in biology with a minor in 
English literature. She earned her 
medical degree from the University 
of Maryland School of Medicine 
and completed her pediatric resi-
dency training at the University of 
Florida in Gainesville. She joined the staff at Cleveland 
Clinic Children’s Hospital in the Department of General 
Pediatrics in 2006, and also holds an appointment as 
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics with Lerner College of 
Medicine of Case Western Reserve University. 
   Dr. Brindle maintains an active general pediatric prac-
tice. Her areas of clinical interest include obesity pre-
vention and treatment, preventive medicine, and immu-
nizations. She also manages patients on the pediatric 
hospitalist service. Dr. Brindle is interested in graduate 
medical education and is the Associate Program Director 
for the Cleveland Clinic’s pediatric residency program.  
Dr. Brindle is a fellow of the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. On the state level, Dr. Brindle serves as co-
chair of the Resident and Young Physician section. She 
is also an active member of the Academic Pediatric As-
sociation (APA), where she serves as co-chair of the 
Advocacy Training Special Interest Group.   
  
Statement 
   I am honored to be nominated as a candidate for Dele-
gate-at-Large. There is no better time to focus on the 
health of Ohio’s children given the national spotlight on 
health-care reform and childhood obesity. I would like 
to help the Ohio AAP: 1) further expand access to pedi-
atric health-care services; and 2) complete and evaluate 
a statewide obesity prevention and treatment project. 
   The Ohio AAP has always been an advocate for chil-
dren and can continue to collaborate with our elected 
officials to help insure that every child in our state has 
access to quality medical care and a medical home. As 
pediatricians, we promote wellness and disease preven-
tion and early access to care is critical for us to provide 
these services. New health-care legislation will make 
100% of these children eligible for coverage, but their 
families will need support navigating  into a safe medi-
cal home. The Ohio AAP is poised to help with this 
process. 

                                      Continued...See Brindle page 3 



James J. Fitzgibbon (“Fitz”), MD, 
has been a physician for more than 
30 years, specializing in Adolescent 
Medicine. He began his medical 
career as the director of the teen 
clinic for the Akron YMCA Youth 
Services, then moved on to become a 
staff pediatrician for the U.S Air 
Force Medical Corp at Scott Air 
Force Base Medical Center in Illinois. He has been with 
Akron Children’s since 1980. 
   A five-time recipient of the Golden Apple Award for 
Excellence in Teaching, Dr. Fitzgibbon has a passion 
for sharing his knowledge of adolescents, ranging from 
their varied behaviors to their assorted medical needs, 
with residents from area hospitals.  
   He earned his degree from Wayne State University, 
and spent his residency at Akron Children’s Hospital.  
 
Statement 
   I have been an active member of the Ohio AAP for 30 
years. Most of that time spent on the Adolescent Health 
Care Committee, either as a member or as chair. Over 
the past several years I have been a member of the 
Home and School Health Committee, now known as 
HASH. Early in my career as a solo adolescent medi-
cine practitioner, the Ohio AAP  provided support, in-

Brindle continued...  
   I would propose the Ohio AAP collaborate with 
community-based and statewide organizations to pro-
vide primary care pediatricians with a toolbox to pro-
vide obesity screening and office-based nutrition, 
exercise, and behavioral counseling.  
   The Ohio AAP provides resources that have helped 
me practice quality medicine. Our practice has been 
able to participate in the Chapter Quality Network 
Asthma Pilot Project. Activities such as this improve 
my skills as a pediatrician, and make sure my patients 
get optimal care. My patients also benefit when I take 
advantage of the CME opportunities provided by the 
Chapter to keep my knowledge base current.  
   If elected, I would like to continue serving as a liai-
son between the young physicians and the Chapter. I 
hope to help organize programming that may be of 
interest to these groups. Medical students, residents, 
and fellows are the future of our Chapter, and  need to 
be engaged early in training. 
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Fitzgibbon continued... 
put, and education. The Chapter specifically provided 
me with a sounding board for my professional growth 
over time. 
   The Ohio AAP is a consistent advocate for child 
and adolescent needs and must remain in this position 
by advocating for developmentally appropriate pro-
gramming in preventative medicine practices and 
particularly immunization programs. I have been for-
tunate to be both mentored and educated by my peers 
at the Ohio AAP. As a member of the nominating 
committee, I would help identify new and vibrant 
leaders for our profession and specifically for the 
Chapter in the future. 
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